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Music: An Ongoing 
Conversation
Johann Sebastian Bach. Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. Ludwig van Beethoven. 
The great composers learned from their 
predecessors and then broke the mold 
with innovative musical ideas. They 
contributed their own unique ideas to 
the ever-evolving conversation — and 
created a new foundation upon which 
future composers would build. But this 
was never exclusive to royal courts and 
wealthy patrons; in many cases, it had 
its roots in non-classical music. Antonín 
Dvor á̌k, for example, drew heavily from 
the folk songs of his native Bohemia, 
fashioning a language that was both 
an homage to his homeland and a bold 
step in a new direction. Charles Ives 
wove hymns, popular songs and band 
music into his compositions. And George 
Gershwin absorbed the unique language 
of jazz into his music, leaving behind a 
legacy with a distinctly American stamp.

The conversation continues today, 
and it was in this spirit that the 
Seattle Symphony in 2011 launched
The core of the Sonic Evolution project 
is the creation of new music that 
celebrates the musical heritage of 
Seattle. In years past, Sonic Evolution 

has featured commissioned compositions 
inspired by artists and groups as 
diverse as Nirvana, Jimi Hendrix, 
Quincy Jones, Yes, Alice ’n’ Chains 
and Blue Scholars — and this year, Sir 
Mix-A-Lot, Bill Frisell and Ray Charles.
The pieces, commissioned by the Seattle 
Symphony and written by local, national 
and international composers, present 
listeners with explorations of the artists’ 
language rather than direct quotations.

Sonic Evolution composer Vladimir 
Nikolaev, who wrote The Sinewaveland: 
Homage to Jimi Hendrix in 2011, explaned 
that Hendrix’s “intonations and rhythms” 
heavily influenced his piece. William 
Brittelle, composer of Obituary Birthday: 
A Requiem for Kurt Cobain (2011), 
focused on “the extreme juxtaposition 
of loud and soft without transition” 
that marked Nirvana’s music. Last 
season, Alexandra Gardner composed 
Just Say Yes (2012), and worked with 
Yes drummer Alan White (who played 
drums at the premiere) to figure out 
“how to best ‘Yessify’ this piece.” 
Think of the composer’s role in 
this project as providing expansive 
musical commentary, not playing a 
game of symphonic telephone.
“The Sonic Evolution composers use 

Ludovic Morlot 
and the Seattle 
Symphony in 
Benaroya Hall’s 
S. Mark Taper 
Foundation
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“Different types of music often overlap and 
inform each other, and they speak back 
and forth. Sonic Evolution is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to” —Ludovic Morlot,  
Seattle Symphony Music Director
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qui quiam, cor aditae”  
—Ludovic Morlot,  
Seattle Symphony  
Music Director

 Seattle Symphony Media discs are 
available at Symphonica, The Symphony 
Store, and online retailers such as Amazon, 
iTunes, Google Play, Arkiv Music, eClassical 
and HDtracks. For more information, videos 
and links to online retail outlets, please visit 
recordings.seattlesymphony.org.
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Before the music begins, take a moment 
to look up and see if you can spot the tiny 
black microphones dangling down from 
the ceiling on thin black cords. It’s a fre-
quent misconception that these micro-
phones are part of a sound system for 
amplification, but in reality they exist only 
for recording. Their positions and height 
are carefully calibrated to capture in per-
fect sound the music being created on 
the stage.

What you can’t see is that the feed 
from these microphones goes directly to 
a room in Benaroya Hall where an audio 
engineer works, surrounded by state-of-
the-art recording equipment. This is the 
realm of audio engineer Dmitriy Lipay, 
who has decades of experience recording, 
engineering, mixing and mastering classi-
cal performances by some of the world’s 
most renowned artists for major record 
labels. His work stunningly captures the 
sound of the orchestra performing on 
the Benaroya Hall stage, with a natural 
soundstage and huge dynamic range — 
and some of what he has recently cap-
tured is now available to you.

This spring the Seattle Symphony 
launched its very own record label, Seattle 
Symphony Media, which will be distrib-
uted worldwide both physically and digi-
tally by Naxos of America, the No. 1 inde-
pendent distributor of classical music 
in the U.S. and Canada. In the first three 
recordings, Ludovic Morlot conducts the 
Seattle Symphony in works by French and 
American composers, celebrating the flour-
ishing relationship between the French con-
ductor and American orchestra that has 
electrified hometown audiences in Seattle 
and drawn national recognition. The discs 
include works by Charles Ives, Elliott Carter 
and George Gershwin; Henri Dutilleux; and 
Maurice Ravel and Camille Saint-Saëns.

The Music and Musicians
Each of the first three discs has a spe-
cial connection to the Seattle Symphony 
and Ludovic Morlot, reflecting the energy 
and excitement of this major American 
orchestra with its French conductor. The 
first disc, consisting entirely of music by 
Henri Dutilleux, is the first in a series of 

CAPTURING 
BEAUTY IN 
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A RECORD LABEL IS BORN

Ludovic Morlot and the Seattle in Benaroya Hall’s S. Mark Taper Foundation. 

“Igendunto et ut autasit fugitaq uatisimus et re, omnient 
quibusam quo versperibus non num hitat apienim fuga. Itas 

ipsam, ut veles eicab ilique”

—Ludovic Morlot,  
Seattle Symphony Music Director
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Before the music begins, take a moment 
to look up and see if you can spot the tiny 
black microphones dangling down from the 
ceiling on thin black cords. It’s a frequent 
misconception that these microphones are 
part of a sound system for amplification, 
but in reality they exist only for recording. 
Their positions and height are carefully 
calibrated to capture in perfect sound the 
music being created on the stage.

What you can’t see is that the feed from 
these microphones goes directly to a room 
in Benaroya Hall where an audio engineer 
works, surrounded by state-of-the-art 
recording equipment. This is the realm 
of audio engineer Dmitriy Lipay, who has 
decades of experience recording, engi-
neering, mixing and mastering classical 
performances by some of the world’s most 
renowned artists for major record labels. 
His work stunningly captures the sound of 
the orchestra performing on the Benaroya 
Hall stage, with a natural soundstage and 
huge dynamic range — and some of what 
he has recently captured is now available 
to you.

This spring the Seattle Symphony launched 
its very own record label, Seattle Symphony 
Media, which will be distributed worldwide 
both physically and digitally by Naxos of 
America, the No. 1 independent distributor 
of classical music in the U.S. and Canada. In 
the first three recordings, Ludovic Morlot 
conducts the Seattle Symphony in works by 
French and American composers, celebrat-
ing the flourishing relationship between the 
French conductor and American orchestra 
that has electrified hometown audiences 
in Seattle and drawn national recognition. 
The discs include works by Charles Ives, 
Elliott Carter and George Gershwin; Henri 
Dutilleux; and Maurice Ravel and Camille 
Saint-Saëns.

The Music and Musicians
Each of the first three discs has a special 
connection to the Seattle Symphony and 
Ludovic Morlot, reflecting the energy and 
excitement of this major American orches-
tra with its French conductor. The first 
disc, consisting entirely of music by Henri 
Dutilleux, is the first in a series of three 
that will draw together the sensuous and 

“Igendunto et ut 
autasit fugitaq 
uatisimus et re, 
omnient quibusam 
quo versperibus 
non num hitat”

—Ludovic Morlot, 
Seattle Symphony 
Music Director

Ludovic Morlot and the Seattle in Benaroya Hall’s 
S. Mark Taper Foundation. (Above) Aditi blaborem 
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